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Yosef groomed to conceal his anguish!
 :x©r©p `Ed §e(c zk)

and he was a lad...(37:2) Rashi explains just what Yosef

practiced as a lad: yyyynnnnyyyynnnnnnnn    eeeexxxxrrrryyyyaaaa    oooowwwwzzzznnnn    ,,,,zzzzeeeexxxxrrrrpppp    ddddyyyyrrrrnnnn    ddddyyyyeeeerrrr    ddddiiiidddd
    ddddttttiiii    dddd`̀̀̀xxxxpppp    ddddiiiiddddiiiiyyyy    iiiicccckkkk    ,,,,eeeeiiiippppiiiirrrraaaa He behaved childishly, fixing his

hair and touching up his eyes so that he would appear

handsome. Would behaviour like that not be astonishing for

a tzaddik to display? Actually, Yosef HaTzaddik personified

the teaching of the Chovos Halevovos (zeyixtd xry Gate of

Abstinence, chapter 4), ala ela`e eipta ezldvu : he is cheerful

externally, but troubled in his inner heart.” Yosef suffered

greatly from his brothers’ envy and persecution, but he

refused to allow his innermost pain to be on display. He

wanted to maintain a happy expression. Hair-curling and

eye-colouring were his methods of choice in his masking his

inner pain and anguish. The smile on ones face is very

significant. )drucxkrte ygbtp- ohhj hjup,(

Yosef bided his time, with confidence in the outcome 
 :i «¦x §v ¦n ©d ei¬p̈Ÿc £̀  zi−¥a §a i ¦¾d §i©e ©gi®¦l §v ©n Wi´¦̀  i−¦d §i©e s ¥½qFiÎz ¤̀  Æ̂d i³¦d §i©e(c yk)

Hashem was with Joseph, and he was a successful man, and

he was in the house of his Egyptian master.(39:2) The posuk

seems to be indicating that because Yosef was successful, he

was therefore in his Egyption master’s house. His success

was due to his skillful management of Potiphar's household,

so would it not be obvious, apparently, with no need of

mention, that he was there? The explanation lies in the

Kedushas Levi, who discusses the posuk F ÀzŸ̀  s ¹¥qFi i¥̧pŸc £̀  Ág ©T¦I©e
x ©dŸ «Q ©d zi¬¥a §A m−ẄÎi ¦d §i«©e 'ebe x ©dŸ ½Q ©d zi´¥AÎl ¤̀  ÆEd¥̧p §Y¦I«©e (39:20) So Joseph’s

master took him and put him into prison, ..., and he was

there in the prison. If anything, this redundancy is even more

glaring than the previous one! When Hashem causes

something to happen to a person which appears bad, he

should not resort to physical schemes in response, but rather

rest assured in strong bitachon/faith that Hashem will --

without a doubt -- turn things for the better, and free him

from oppression. This was the recurrent trait of Nachum Ish

Gamzu (letovah), who was helped without fail, because he

accepted each predicament with equanimity. Yosef could

surely have liberated himself from the prison, but he

remained there, confident that the events unfolding were

destined for the good/ In Potiphar’s house, Yosef clearly

perceived his success as flowing directly from Hashem, the

ultimate source of brocho, and made no attempt to leave.

Yosef acquired all of his life skills from Yaakov, who

transmitted all that he had learned in the Yeshiva of Shem

and Ever. We can certainly assume that Yaakov taught

Yosef the Holy Name of Hashem which causes the earth to

contract and condense a journey. That Name also gives the

ability to transcend borders and boundaries. With knowledge

like that, Yosef surely could have freed himself and sped off

to his long-grieving father, but no, he remained in his

Egyptian master’s house”, sure in the knowledge of a

favourable outcome, which benefitted the entire Klal Yisroel

in years to follow. In Megillas Esther (2:11) we find a

similar scenario: mi®¦yp̈ ©d zi ¥a x´©v£g i−¥p §t ¦l K ¥½l ©d §z ¦n Æi ©k ¢c §xn̈ mF½ië mFí lk̈ §aE
d−¤yr̈¥i d ©nE x ¥½z §q ¤̀  mFĺ §y z ¤̀  Æz©rÆ ©cl̈   Every day, Mordechai would

walk about in front of the court of the house of the women, to

learn of Esther’s welfare and what would be done to her. With

his connections, Mordechai could probably have engineered

Esther’s escape from the corrupt Persian court. But with the

firm knowledge -- shared by both -- that Hashem had caused

her to lodge there for the benefit of Klal Yisroel, he merely

“inquired of her welfare.” (.haphk - cegh ,rtp,) 

The Stoliner Rebbe Rav Yochanan Perlow  l''wevf  
By Yehuda Z. Klitnick       f''hyz elqk `''k

Rav Yochanan Perlow, l''wevf was the seventh Rebbe of the

heilige Stolin - Karlin dynasty (1900-1956). He was born in

Stolin, a suburb of Pinsk, White Russia, to HaRav Yisrael,

the “Yenuka” of Stolin, who is known as the “Frankfurter”,

as he is buried there. 

The Yenuka had six sons and four daughters. After Rebbe

Yisrael was niftar in September of 1921, on the second day

of Rosh Hashana, his six sons split up the leadership: Rav

Asher and Rav Moshe became rebbes in Stolin; Rav Aaron

moved to Warsaw; Rav Avraham Elimelech took over in

Karlin; and Rav Yaakov moved to the U.S. in the Summer of

1923 to lead the Stoliner community that already had four

shuls in New York and one shtiebel in Detroit. When the

Rebbe came to America , he purchased a Shul and a house

on Rodney St. in Williamsburg. He became known as the

Detroiter Rebbe, for he passed away and buried in Detroit.

Rav Yochanan moved to Poland and became a Rebbe in

Loitsk, capital of the Volhynia district. Reb Moshe Melamed

told that the Rebbe was known as aeh my lra rpiilw xrc
“the small Baal Shem Tov”. He had open spiritual eyes

which saw everything that was going on in the world. The

chassidim weren’t able to fool him. He said when I give a

person Lechaim, I know exactly where that person is

holding.
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The Holocaust

Among the 41,000 people in Loitsk were 18,000 Jews. As

the Germans were closing in on Loitsk, the Rebbe said “I

and the Germans cannot be in one place. It is either I or

them!” The Rebbe had his loyal gabbai, Reb Moshe

Melamed, who arranged for the Rebbe a way to escape from

Loitsk. Reb Moshe Melamed had a photographic memory

and eventually wrote a book on the miracle journey that the

Rebbe took, over 5000 miles to Frunze, near the Chinese

border. Every inch of the way, Divine Protection helped the

Rebbe to find a place to eat and rest, as well as to get onto

trains which were usually reserved only for officers and their

families.

In Frunze, the rebbe endured many hardships from the KGB

and had to hide the fact that he was a Rebbe. Unfortunately

the rebbe lost his wife Margolia and daughter Sarah to food

poisoning, which left him devastated, as he had to dig their

graves and take care of his other daughter Faige, the mother

of the Stoliner Rebbe Shlita.

After the war was over, the rebbe journeyed back to Loitsk.

On the way, he heard that everything had been destroyed by

the Nazis; the Rebbe then traveled to the DP camps to find

salvation. There he didn’t divulge his identity, and he lived

in dire conditions and stood on line to get food. However,

slowly, people began to realize that he was a heilige Yid, and

helped him out a bit. The Kloizenberger Rebbe and Rabbi

Avraham Zemba were instrumental in making life easier for

the Rebbe. They contacted the Rebbe's brother, Reb Yaakov

Chaim, in America and informed him that Rav Yochanan

was alive. The Detroiter Rebbe invested tremendous effort to

arrange papers for the Rebbe to go to Eretz Yisrael. 

Freedom

The Rebbe from Detroit dispatched Michael Tress, who was

a Stoliner Chassid, who scoured around and finally found

out where the Rebbe was located and got the necessary

papers for him to leave. The Rebbe embarked on a ship to

Eretz Yisrael on 6th day of Iyar 1946, which was the same

day, his brother the Rebbe, was niftar in Detroit. The Rebbe

arrived in Eretz Yisrael on 23th day of Iyar a broken-hearted

person. But when he saw the young chassidim in the port

dancing and waiting to meet the rebbe, he immediately

undertook to be their leader. The Rebbe started a Yeshiva

and a Chabura for the Bachurim. Then in Iyar 1948, the

rebbe moved to America to build the Chassidus which

flourishes until this day under the leadership of his grandson,

the Stoliner Rebbe `''hily .

The Rebbe traveled back to Eretz Yisrael in Elul of 1954 and

built the Shul on 15 Avinoam Yelin St. in Yerushalayim

naming it “HaMercaz Haruchani”. The Rebbe returned to

America in Cheshvon e''hyz. The Rebbe was very happy

when his grandchild was born that year elqk f''i. He then

suffered a stroke and was very sick for over a year, and he

passed away on 21th day of Kislev 1956   f''hyz elqk `''k. 

The power of Simchas Purim

In March of 1953 the Jews of Russia were suffering

tremendously at the hands of the murderer Joseph Stalin,

who loved to see people‘s blood flow. When Purim arrived,

there was a sense of worry among the Chassidim. The Rebbe

assured the Chassidim not to worry, saying: “I have other

ways to take care of him!" Purim day, at 159 Rodney St. in

the Stoliner Shul in Williamsburg, the Stoliner Rebbe Rav

Yochonon Perlow 'l''vf was in an extraordinary state of

Simcha, and this overflowed to the Chassidim, who felt

tremendous simcha and danced with fervor. The Chassidim

were just dancing and dancing, and were overpowered with

such happiness. At the Tish, the Rebbe smiled and said:

“with this Simcha we got rid of the evil Stalin.”

"oi ¦l` ©h §q  hxr ¤h ©t¤rb xi ¦n o §a`d̈ dg̈ §n ¦y hi ¦n" This was March 1st.

Very soon afterwards the news spread that Joseph Stalin had

suddenly become paralyzed, and he died just four days later,

on March 5th. 

Constructive Criticism

Improving our society, or improving ourselves as

individuals, may be predicated upon the ability to give and

receive constructive criticism.

The route for offering constructive criticism today,

explained Rav Yochanan is by giving out a shtickel lekach.

This was a play on words: Lekach is the Yiddish term for a

piece of cake, or large cookie, but in Hebrew it means a

lesson. Rav Yochanan would give a shtickel lekach and say: 

 "oii ¥l ©̀  ii ¥hy §x` ©t oe`   g ©w ¤l l §wi ¦h §y ©̀  xi ¦c `©p" “I am giving you

some sweet cake; you should take from me a lesson”. The

Rebbe had tremendous help from Hashem and the Chassidus

blossomed. Today the work and toil of the Rebbe bore fruit

as the chassidus has spread all over Eretz Yisrael and in the

USA, as well as in Ukraine, and in Belarus. The Bais Aharon

writes that Stolin is Eternal until Mashiach.
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